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A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


A war 
on two 
fronts 


New book explores one 
vet’s story of survival, 
hope 





By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


Talk with Wilbraham’s Rob- 
ert Kelliher Jr. and aside from his 
unique use of words and sense of 
humor, there is little that would 
outwardly separate him from 
many others in the town he af- 


Please see WAR, page 5 


JUDITH KELLIHER 


Written by Judith Kelliher, “A 
Wartime PH.D.” chronicles the 
experiences of her brother, 
Wilbraham’s Robert T. Kelliher Jr., 
as a Soldier in Vietnam, as well 
as the internal battle he fought 
for decades upon his return. 
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Michele Anstett, president of Visiting Angels Living Assistance Services, waves to Wilbraham veteran Fleming Cocchi, who turned 100 
July 15. Staff, friends and Wilbraham’s Police and Fire departments helped him celebrate with a surprise birthday parade. TIMES STAFF 


PHOTOS BY TYLER S. WITKOP 


Friends, family honor 


World War II vet 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


WILBRAHAM 


COVID-19 may continue to 
wreak havoc on special events 


TOWN HALL NOTEBOOK 
Selectmen hear COVID 
updates, discuss reopening 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


WILBRAHAM -— The town 
of Wilbraham continues to see 
progress in the fight against the 
novel coronavirus, as emergen- 
cy departments are returning to 
normal call volumes and the ac- 
tive case count seems to remain 
steady. 

Health and safety officials 
updated the Board of Selectmen 
during their July 13 meeting us- 
ing the video conferencing soft- 
ware Go to Meeting. According 
to Public Health Nurse Jill Con- 
selino, since the onset of the new 
coronavirus, Wilbraham has had 
a total of 286 cases. 

“As of today we are at 10,” 
Conselino told selectmen in ref- 
erence to the active case count. 
She said the breakdown amounts 
to three traditional residents of 


Wilbraham and seven individu- 
als at Vero Health Care. Of the 
seven, she noted six are pending 
test results. 

Fire Chief Michael Andrews 
updated his previous report 
that noted an uptick in folks re- 
porting signs and symptoms of 
COVID-19. He said in the two 
weeks since that report, the num- 
bers have since diminished to 
two such calls. 

“We will continue to monitor 
that data,’ Andrews said, noting 
that the town’s stock of person- 
al protective equipment remains 
adequate, all members of the de- 
partment remain healthy and the 
department has since resumed 
normal operations. 

Lorri McCool, the town’s 
health agent, said she has been 
making spot inspections of busi- 


Please see NOTEBOOK, page 5 


and gatherings across the globe, 
but the novel coronavirus could 
not extinguish the spirit of cel- 
ebration in honor of one of the 
town’s honored residents. 

Last week, with the help 
of family, friends, first re- 
sponders and the staff at West 
Springfield-based Visiting An- 
gels Living Assistance Ser- 
vices gathered for one special 


birthday celebration for U.S. 
Navy and World War II veter- 
an Fleming Cocchi, who turned 
100-years-old Wednesday, July 
15. With concerns of spreading 
COVID-19, the group gave him 
a surprise car parade past his 
Glenn Drive home. 

According to Michele 
Anstett, president and owner of 
Visiting Angels, the gathering 


of nearly 20 vehicles was coor- 
dinated by Helen Gobeille, staff 
supervisor, and was a great way 
to honor a friend and veteran. 

“This is fabulous,’ Anstett 
told The Times. “It’s amazing 
— a reason to celebrate. During 
all this negativity, it’s a breath of 
fresh air.” 


Please see BIRTHDAY, page 9 


Spec Pond, Parks and Rec. move ahead 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


WILBRAHAM -— While far 
from normal, programs and op- 
erations through the Wilbraham 
Parks and Recreation Depart- 
ment and the Spec Pond Rec- 
reational Complex are officially 
underway, bringing with them a 
sense of familiarity for all who 
utilize the public resources. 

With some noticeable differ- 
ences, programs like the Spec 
Day Camp and some sports 
offerings, as well as the Spec 
Pond Beach and Amy’s Sparkle 
Park — all located at the facili- 
ties within Post Office Park — 
are available to the public, Di- 
rector Bryan Litz said. 

“Tt’s really put us on tight 
timelines,” Litz said of the nov- 
el coronavirus and its impacts 
on sports and gatherings. “Nor- 
mally we’d be planning for the 
winter but we’re planning for 
the fall right now.” 

In terms of sports, Litz said 





The playground at the Spec Pond Recreational Complex sits empty 
July 15, despite being open to the public. While the playground, 
beach and spray park are open, programming has been affected 
by COVID-19. TIMES STAFF PHOTO BY TYLER S. WITKOP 


that state guidance enabled 
sports like baseball and soft- 
ball to resume, effective July 
6. Programs for grades 3-8 are 
currently available, as well as 
adults. Unfortunately, due to 
their classification as high-risk 


sports, basketball and youth 
football have been canceled. 
Litz noted the department is 
looking into offering flag foot- 
ball, though that will depend on 
state guidance, as well as cross 


Please see SPEC, page 5 
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NEWS ABOUT TOWN 
A regional pillar steps up during pandemic 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


During in the best of times, 
the Food Bank of Western Mas- 
sachusetts is one of the region’s 
most important community pil- 
lars. Amid the Covid-19 pan- 
demic, the operation has taken 
on even greater responsibility. 

The Food Bank operates out 
of a bustling 35,000 square foot 
warehouse in Hatfield, employs 
approximately 45 workers and 
oversees the delivery of food 
items to pantries and kitchens 
spread throughout all four West- 
ern Massachusetts counties. 

As the pandemic threatens 
the financial and food security of 
thousands of residents, the Food 
Bank has stood tall, extending 
lifelines to many. 

“In May of 2019, in terms of 
all of the clients that we served 
that month, we served 95,000 
clients; 8,600 were new cli- 
ents. Jumping over to May of 
2020, we served nearly 110,000; 
23,000 are new. Those are peo- 
ple who lost their jobs because 
of the pandemic; it’s pretty sig- 
nificant,” said Lillian Baulding, 
communications and engage- 
ment officer. 

Since opening in 1982, the 
Food Bank has prided itself in 
being able to function and serve 
during an array of scenarios. 
Many of the operation’s member 
agencies, including the Neigh- 
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Food Operations Manager Mike Cortis stands beside 
Communications and Engagement Officer Lillian Baulding inside the 
Food Bank of Western Massachusetts on July 15. 


bors Helping Neighbors Food 
Pantry in South Hadley, have 
seen an uptick in demand this 
spring and summer. 

Fortunately, the food bank’s 
supply chain allowed it to con- 
front the challenge head on. 
Food Operations Manager Mike 
Cortis explained that decades 
of foresight paid off tenfold in 
2020. 

“As awful as the current sit- 
uation 1s, it really tests all of the 
previous work of everybody who 
has come through and worked 
here before. It really allows us to 
see everything they built and all 
the successes that they had and 
really the vision that they had. 


ad 


For us to be successful now, it’s 
because their vision in getting us 
to this point was correct,’ said 
Cortis. 

On a daily basis, Food Bank 
employees prepare more than 
50,000 pounds of food for dis- 
tribution. Last week, the facility 
distributed 250,000 pounds of 
food, and this past Monday, 14 
trucks arrived to pick up orders. 

While the logistics may 
seem overwhelming, employees 
meticulously prepare deliver- 
ies each day while adhering to 
Covid-19 safety protocols and 
keeping the warehouse in pris- 
tine condition. Countless com- 
munity and corporate donations 
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The Food Bank of Western Massachusetts has aan armaing 
difference all throughout the region, supplying food for those in 
need since 1982. TIMES STAFF PHOTOS BY DALTON ZBIERSKI 


enable them to pick from full 
shelves. 

“On the receiving side, we 
also have four trucks coming in 
today as well to deliver. That’s 
in addition to farmers and do- 
nations we receive from over 
at [C&S Wholesale Grocers]. 
We work with farmers all of the 
time. That’s another benefit of 
being where we are in this part 
of the Pioneer Valley. We ware 
so close to all of our farmers, 
and they really are fantastic,’ 
said Cortis. 

Baulding noted that Big Y 
World Class Market delivers a 
truckload of meat every Tuesday. 
She added that everyday resi- 
dents can contribute to the cause 
by providing small 
monetary donations, 
which provide more 
bang for the buck 
than canned goods. 

“If people want 
to donate, for every 
dollar that is donated, 
we can provide four 
meals. That can be 
a dinner for a family 
of four. Rather than 
going to the grocery 
store and buying a 
can of food that’s a 
dollar, if you donate 
it to us, we can pro- 
vide four meals with 
that,’ said Baulding, 
also explaining that 
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Brian Longto operates a pallet 
jack inside the Food Bank of 
Western Massachusetts on the 
morning of July 15. 


household food donations are 
currently prohibited on account 
of Covid-19. 

Working in a warehouse can 
be exhausting at times, but Cor- 
tis’ passion 1s fueled by the fact 
that the operation serves to help 
others. He summarized what 
specifically makes the Food 
Bank special. 

“At the end of the day, even 
if you are having a bad day, ev- 
erybody knows that they’re still 
feeding somebody; they’re still 
helping people. I think that real- 
ly goes a long way with some- 
one’s attitude. Everybody here 
helps out when needed. 
When we bring somebody 
in, we want somebody who 
is invested in the mission,” 
said Cortis. 

For more information 
on the Food Bank of West- 
ern Massachusetts and its 
various programs, one can 
visit its website at food- 
bankwma.org. 

Dalton Zbierski is a staff 
writer and can be reached 
at dzbierski@ turley.com. 










NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each 
advertiser is re- 
quested to check 
their advertise- 
ment the first time 
it appears. This 


paper will not be 
responsible 
than 


for 
more one 
corrected inser- 
tion, nor will be li- 
able for any error 
in an advertise- 
ment to a greater 
extent than the 
cost of the space 
occupied by the 
item in the adver- 
tisement. 








July 23, 2020 





recovery programs 


SPRINGFIELD — MHA is open- 
ing two new GRIT residential re- 
covery programs in Springfield and 
Holyoke. These homes join the first 
GRIT location in Springfield which 
opened in April 2019. GRIT homes 
are for adults who have both a sub- 
stance use disorder and a moder- 
ate-to-severe mental health diag- 
nosis. Significantly, the program at 
each GRIT home has been created to 
address the specific needs of a dis- 
tinct population. The first home in 
Springfield is for adult men, the new 
Springfield home works with transi- 
tion-aged young men ages 18 to 26, 
and the new Holyoke home focuses 
on and adult (18 years and older) 
LGBTQ+ population. 

GRIT provides a safe, homelike 
environment where residents benefit 
from programming that is support- 
ive, structured, and developmentally 
appropriate . Program staff includes 
experienced, licensed and _ high- 
ly-skilled case managers, psychia- 
trists, clinicians, recovery coaches 
and other members of MHA’s re- 
covery team, each selected because 
of their passion for working with 
the populations served in each of the 


new GRIT homes. 

“In each GRIT residence, we 
have intentionally created an envi- 
ronment to serve the unique needs 
of each specific population,’ said 
Christine Palmieri, vice president, 
Division of Recovery and Housing 
for MHA. “For example, the path 
in life that leads someone to need 
the level of support provided in the 
Holyoke home has been influenced 
by their experiences as a member of 
the LGBTQ+ community. We cre- 
ated an environment to address and 
honor that path and those experi- 
ences, to offer support and services 
that are not only trauma informed, 
but culturally relevant and empower- 
ing. When folks complete the pro- 
gram in Holyoke, they’ll have the 
skills to thrive both as members of 
the LGBTQ+ community , as well as 
thelarger community and they will 
be prepared to face the challenges 
that may bring, without using drugs 
or alcohol. In similar but distinct 
ways, each GRIT home is designed 
to address the unique needs of a spe- 
cific population, either adult men, 
transition-aged young men or mem- 
bers of the LGBTQ+ community.” 
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MHA opens two new GRIT residential 


Palmieri emphasized that GRIT 
acknowledges that recovery is not a 
distinct event, or a finish line to be 
crossed. “Rather, people are contin- 
ually recovering for the rest of their 
lives, and a co-occurring diagnosis 
can amplify the challenges. GRIT 
never hides these facts. Instead, 
GRIT provides each client with 
structure, opportunity and support to 
build inner strength, resiliency and 
perseverance to continue their jour- 
ney. The homelike environments at 
GRIT locations emphasize daily liv- 
ing skills through activities such as 
cooking groups and menu planning, 
wellness through activities such as 
group exercise and nutrition educa- 
tion, career planning through voca- 
tional programming and employment 
search, and intentional engagement 
with nature and peer supports. We’re 
here to help people build a plan for 
going back in the community bol- 
stered and with the skills they need 
to be successful.” 

Referrals to GRIT can be made 
by contacting MHA at 844-MHA- 
WELL or GRIT @mhainc.org. 








Curbside pick-up continues 
at Hampden Public Library 


HAMPDEN - Curbside pick-up continues to be avail- 
able at the Hampden Free Public Library, Executive Di- 
rector Ellen Moriarty announced. 

To participate, patrons may examine the library’s 
catalog online at cwmars.org to see the titles available. 
Folks are asked to make sure the book is available at the 
Hampden Free Public Library, 625 Main St., as there are 
no inter-library loans available at this time. 

Patrons are asked to limit their requests to once a 
week as the library begins this new process. 

Folks should email their full name and list of titles 
(with authors) to illhm@cwmars.org (Cindy or Doria), 
adult, limit five books and/or DVDs; emoriarty @cw- 
mars.org, young adult, limit five books and/or DVDs; or 
krumplik@cwmars.org, youth, limit 10 picture books, 
five chapter books and/or five DVDs. In the email, pa- 
trons should include the specific time they will pick up 
the books the next available day. Times are Monday, 
Tuesday and Wednesday from noon to 4 p.m.; Thursday 
from 2-6 p.m.; and Saturday from 11 a.m. to | p.m. 

Books will be placed in a bag with the patron’s name 
and left on a bench on the North Road side of the library 
by the tree belt. Folks are asked to limit the bench to one 
person at a time. 

All books should be returned to the library’s book 
drop and DVDs and audio books should be returned to 
the media drop box. Returned materials will be placed in 
a 72-hour quarantine before being checked and returned 
to circulation. There are no fines for late material at this 
time. 

For more information, call the library at 566-3047. 


BUY DIRECT 
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Career coach to discuss 
transitioning in 
uncertainty 


WILBRAHAM - Those considering a change in 
career are invited to participate in a remote workshop 
with a certified career coach through the Wilbraham 
Public Library next month. 

Led by Anne Crawford, the workshop will take 
place Wednesday, Aug. 5 at 6 p.m. Crawford will help 
engage participants to talk about their career objec- 
tives, set goals and how to foster a sense of control 
while looking for a new job. She will discuss how to 
understand and manage stress as well as how to open 
doors to other options, moving the employment pro- 
cess forward. 

Registration is required and may be completed on- 
line at wilbrahamlibrary.org or by calling 596-6141. 


3¢SUCCESSFUL-LEARNER 


Specializing in ADHD & Learning Differences 





PARENT, STUDENT & EDUCATOR SUPPORT 


Successful learners know their strengths and challenges; 
they use learning & communication tools that optimally support 
academic and personal goals. Using a highly individualized, 


strengths-based approach, | pro-actively work 1:1 with parents 
and students teaching skills that can positively impact student 
motivation and behavior and family dynamics. 


Lorri Comeau, M.Ed., 
Certified ADHD Parent Coach & Learning Support Specialist 


To learn more please visit www.successful-learner.com 
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It's Here! 
Locally Grown a 
Butter & Sugar! 
SWEET CORN | 
Fresh Every Day 


Locally Grown 
FANCY FRESH 


BLUEBERRIES 
NOW AVAILABLE 
Locally Grown 
from Nearby Farms 
Yellow & Green Beans, \ 
Yellow & Zucchini Squash, / 
Long Green Cucumbers, / 
Pickling Cukes, Cabbage, 

Red Raspberries, Eggplant, Peppers 
Randall's Kitchen 
BLUEBERRY SOUR CREAM PIE 
Summer Salads ~ Potato, Pasta, 
Cucumber, Fresh Fruit, 
Veggie Slaws and More @&, 


GOURMET SANDWICHES, “a 
ENTREES TO GO a 


Sunny Summertime 
Sunflower Bouquets 
All Summer Long $9.99 Bunch 


Hanging Baskets 
Filled With Colorful Annuals 


Lantana, Calibrachoa, Mandevilla 


$19.99 10° 0 


Perennial of the Week : 
THRILL YOUR SENSES 


Fragrant Lavender } : 


“Munstead” and “Phenomenal” Varieties, 


















Fragrant Purple Blooms, 
Drought Resistant 3799 
Ua Yo) cere reentrant re 


Baby Tut Cyperus 


Graceful Papyrus Grass $7.99 
Great Annual Pond Plant — 8" pot 


1CECREAM MONTII 


Celebrate with the Best 
_ Homemade Ice Cream from 
Elsie’s Creamery 
Hand Packed Pints & Half Gallons 
Available in the Main Store 


Elsie's Creamery Window Service Is 
Closed Due To Social Distancing 





ALWAYS FRESH AT 





631 CENTER ST. Route 21 Mass Tpke Exit 7 
LUDLOW e 589-7071 ¢ www.randallsfarm.net 
OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM - 8PM 
Find us on and Yougjiit 
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Virtual walk to help 
NAMI steps off Aug. 23 


AGAWAM -— The National Alliance on Mental IIl- 
ness of Western Massachusetts will be holding its 20th 
Annual Walkathon Virtual Celebration, ‘A Journey of 
Hope and Recovery on Aug. 23, starting at 11 a.m. 

The event is suitable for all ages and abilities and 
will directly benefit NAMI Western Massachusetts 
continuing efforts to help improve the lives of those 
individuals living with mental health conditions and 
their families. 

NAMI is the National Alliance on Mental Illness, 
the nation’s largest grassroots mental health organiza- 
tion. NAMI provides advocacy, education, support and 
public awareness so that all individuals and families 
affected by mental illness can Build Better Lives. 

Folks may help NAMI-WM’s mission by partici- 
pating in this Virtual Walk or by sponsoring the event. 
Anyone who would like to submit a brief video saying 
how NAMI-WM has helped them or a loved one or 
how they maintain good mental health during these 
difficult times, these would be most appreciated. Vid- 
eos should be two minutes or less, and the deadline is 
Aug.7. All entries should be emailed to information @ 
namiwm.org. 

For further information, contact NAMI’s office at 
413-786-9139 or visit www.namiwm.org/events for 
entry and sponsorship forms. 
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Cocchi postpones 
2020 summer cookout 


Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Hampden Coun- 
ty Sheriff Nick Cocchi has postponed this year’s sum- 
mer cookout. 

The cookout typically draws people from across 
the commonwealth and although Massachusetts has 
seen significant success in flattening the curve of the 
novel coronavirus, the sheriff doesn’t want to take 
chances when it comes to health and safety. 

“We considered several possibilities for social dis- 
tancing, but it just made sense to cancel this year’s 
event,” said Cocchi. “We don’t know where things 
will stand with the pandemic come August and the last 
thing we want to do is help facilitate anyone getting 
sick.” 

Cocchi’s team is working on planning a similar 
event to take place outdoors in October, assuming it is 
safe to hold such an event at that time. Details on that 
gathering, if it proceeds, will be forthcoming as the 
fall approaches. 

“As much as we are ready for this to be over, we 
have to remain cautious to keep everybody safe and 
healthy,” Cocchi said. “We are hopeful about putting 
something together for the fall, but regardless, we are 
already looking forward to next year’s summer cook- 
out. It’s always nice to see the people we serve along- 
side our law enforcement community and our legisla- 
tors, and we will get together when it’s safe to do so.” 


Scholarship Foundation seeks new board members 


WILBRAHAM — Now cele- 


the school year. Some of the duties 


Minnechaug. 


brating its 60" year, the Wilbra- 
ham-Hampden Scholarship Foun- 
dation has announced it is seeking 
new, volunteer board members to 
continue the legacy of awarding 
college scholarships to deserving 
Hampden and Wilbraham students 
at Minnechaug Regional High 
School. 

The board meets once a month 
for approximately one hour during 
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CLUES ACROSS 40. Origin 


include evaluating scholarship ap- 
plications (for those on that year’s 
scholarship review committeeQ, 
assisting with securing raffle prizes 
for the Foundation’s primary fund- 
raiser, corresponding with existing 
scholarship donors, assisting in 


finding new scholarship donors and 
preparing the annual scholarship 
application package mailed to every 
Hampden and Wilbraham senior at 


3. Conscientious 


29. Make yourself 


Additional volunteer opportuni- 
ties are available. 

Since its inception, the Scholar- 
ship Foundation has awarded more 
than $1 million in scholarships to 
graduating Minnechaug seniors. 

For more information, contact 
the Scholaship Foundation at info @ 
Wilbraham-HampdenScholarship- 
Foundation.org. 


1. One-time world power 41. Cashless payment 
5. Central Florida city interface (abbr.) 
42. Pouch 

44. Peter’s last name 
45. Inclined 

48. Palestinian territory 


(abbr.) 


10. Winged nut 

12. Elevate spiritually 
14. Creative 

16. It cools your home 
18. Woman (French) __ Strip 

19. “60 Minutes” network 50. A type of syrup 


9. Beginning 
6. Index 


20. Old World lizard 

22. Swiss river 

23. Ethnic group of 
Cambodians 

25. Abba _, Israeli 
politician 

26. Tire measurement 

27. Affirmative 

28. Thrust horse power 
(abbr.) 

30. One point north of 
due east 

31.A type of “pet” 

33. Tech giant 

35. European nation 

37. Fencing swords 

38. Acquired 


52. Bravo! Bravo! Bravo! 

03. Weather Underground 
activist 

55. Run batted in 

56. Frozen water 

57. Sodium 

58. Philly specialty 

63. Cuts the wool off 

65. Rules 

66. Icelandic literary 
works 

67. Tattled 


name 


different 
13. Able to be 


weapon 


get there 
21. Arranged 


CLUES DOWN 
1. “Pulp Fiction” actress 
Thurman 


2. Actors’ organization  27.Woods 


investment approach 


4, Ranch (Spanish) 


7. Portuguese wine 
8. A feudal superior 
9, Military brach (abbr.) 
10. Lithuanian given 


11.A way to become 


domesticated 
15. Defensive nuclear 


17. Hosts film festival 
18. Shows you how to 


alphabetically 

23. 9. Thai isthmus 

24. The 17th letter of the 
Greek alphabet 


attractive 

32. Concealed 

34. Large primate 

35. A favorite saying of 
a sect or political 
group 

36. Tropical fruits 

39. Obstruct 

40. Car mechanics 
group 

43. Stroke gently 

44. They’re in your 
toolbox 

46. Throngs 

47. One and only 

49. In a way, bent 

51. “Downton Abbey” 
broadcaster 

54. Herring-like fish 

59. A major division of 
geological time 

60. Vast body of water 

61. Cannister 

62. Encourage 

64. The man 
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Selectmen seek to fill 
vacant board, committee 
seats in Wilbraham 


WILBRAHAM — The Wilbraham Board of Select- 
men announced several vacancies on various boards and 
committees and invites residents interested in serving on 
one to submit a letter of interest. 

Openings are as follows: 

Broadband Advisory Committee (one-year term), 
two vacancies; Cable TV Advisory Committee (three- 
year), four seats; Commission on Disability (three-year 
term); Community Preservation Committee — Historical 
Commission appointment (three-year); Conservation 
Commission (three-year); Conservation Commission 
associate member (three-year); Economic Development 
Initiative Steering Committee (one-year), three openings; 
Finance Committee (three-year); Historical Commission 
(three-year), two openings; Local Emergency Planning 
Committee — industry representative (one-year); Play- 
ground and Recreation Commission (three-year); Public 
Access TV Committee (one-year), three openings; Sewer 
Advisory Board (three-years), three seats; Solid Waste 
Advisory Committee (one-year), two seats; and the Wil- 
braham Cultural Council (three-years); three seats. 

Additionally, the town seeks an adviser to the Board 
of Health, two field drivers and a town archivist to serve 
one-year appointments. 

Interested residents may find applications online at 
wilbraham-ma.gov/612/Volunteer. Forms may be sent to 
hkmelius @ wilbraham-ma.gov or mailed to Town Hall, 
Selectmen’s Office, 240 Springfield St., Wilbraham, MA 
01095. 

For more information, call 596-2800, ext. 222. 


Library invites folks 
to ‘Meet an Ancestor’ 


WILBRAHAM - Local history 
enthusiasts are invited to join the 
Wilbraham Public Library for a 
virtual presentation geared at intro- 
ducing the community to the life in 
the past. 

Tuesday, July 28 beginning at 
6 p.m., folks will have the abili- 
ty to explore the diary of Isinella 
Bennett, who lived in town around 
1870, in a program titled “Meeting 
an Ancestor: The Diary of Isinel- 
la Bennett of Wilbraham.” Ben- 
nett kept a diary chronicling 
daily life in town, as well as 
the happenings of her home- 
town. Cynthia Brown, who 
holds a doctoral degree in 
history from Brandeis Uni- 
versity, has annotated the 
library and will share her in- 
teresting discoveries. 

Registration is required to attend the presenta- 
tion, which may be done at wilbrahamlibrary.org or 
by calling the library at 596-6141. Registrants will 
receive a link to the virtual presentation. 





Cynthia Brown 

will lead a virtual 
presentation 

of the diary of 
Wilbraham’s 
Isinella Bennett 
July 28 through the 
Wilbraham Public 
Library. 


Isinella Bennett, of Wilbraham, lived in 
Wilbraham about 1870. Her diary chronicling 
daily life will be examined during a virtual 
presentation hosted by the Wilbraham Public 
Library on July 28. TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 


The Library Loft 


Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer 


We are celebrating our 


20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons. 
Thanks to our wonderful ‘friends,’ volunteers and patrons. 


Hours: 


Tues. 10am - 4pm ° Wed. 10am - 4pm 
Thurs. 10am - 4pm + Fri. 1Oam-4pm 


HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 


Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public 
Library or the Library Loft during open hours. 
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books. 
We accept books only in good, clean condition. 


For more information Call 263-5550 Ext. 100 
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( Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library 
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fectionately calls “Pleasantville.” 

Now, thanks to a new book written by 
his sister, Judith Kelliher, of East Long- 
meadow, his friends, neighbors and read- 
ers across the globe have the opportunity 
to learn of the harrowing and near-death 
experiences he faced as young man 
in the jungles of Vietnam, and his de- 
cade’s-long struggle upon his return. 

“A Wartime PH.D. — One Soldier’s 
Story of Vietnam and Learning to Live 
Again,’ 1s a “six-year labor of love,” Ju- 
dith Kelliher said, noting she originally 
hoped to learn more about his experienc- 
es. The former journalist said it wasn’t 
long before she knew the story had to be 
told. 

She said the idea to broach the top- 
ic of his service hit her after reading the 
book “Unbroken: A World War II Story 
of Survival, Resilience and Redemp- 
tion,’ by Laura Hillenbrand. Interest- 
ingly, her older brother read the book at 
about the same time. 

“I was so struck by what an extraor- 
dinary story it was and I thought about 
Bobby and his service,” she said. “I had 
never spoken to him about his service,” 
noting there is a 12-year age gap be- 
tween them and his service wasn’t talked 
about when he left or came home. 

She asked and was surprised that he 
said yes. 

“Only if there were fresh baked 
goods,” Robert said. 

Roughly a year after graduating from 
Cathedral High School in Springfield in 
1966, Robert Kelliher, like many young 
men of that generation, enlisted for mil- 
itary service in 1967. Following about 
one year of training at Fort Dix, Fort 
Gordon and Fort Benning, he was sent 
to Vietnam at the age of 20. Surviving 
two tours of duty involving constant am- 
bushes, he returned home in November 
of 1970. 

For his service, he received the Pres- 
idential Unit Citation, National Defense 
Service Medal, Vietnam Service Medal, 
Vietnam Campaign Medal, Combat In- 
fantryman Badge, two Bronze Stars, two 
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country and the program Girls on the Run. 

Currently, Litz said anyone who reg- 
isters for a program through the Parks 
and Recreation Department is placed on a 
waiting list, with no payments accepted at 
the time of registration. If the department 
is able to offer the program as scheduled 
then registrants will be notified and sent 
a bill. The process, he said, is designed 
to create less headaches in the event of a 
cancellation and having to issue refunds. 

While basketball games are not al- 
lowed under current state guidance, drills 
are allowed. Litz said unfortunately the 
department had to take down all but one 
basketball rim at Spec Pond to limit the 
use of the courts, as staff had observed 
multiple pick-up games taking place. The 
one remaining rim is made available for 
use by the Day Camp for skills drills. 

In terms of the beach, Litz said the 
department opened the beach to the pub- 
lic for swimming July 13 and all guests 
are required to wear masks when not at 
their spot on the beach. He said guests 
are asked to keep 12 feet 
between groups and capac- 
ity limits are established, 
though they have not been 
reached. Plexiglass barri- 
ers have been installed at 
the concession areas, with 
credit/debit card payments 
encouraged, although cash 
is accepted. 

“There was concern at 
the beginning,” Litz said of 
Amy’s Sparkle Park, “but 
everyone’s been great at 


Air Medals, Army Commendation for 
Valor, and the Vietnamese Cross of Gal- 
lantry with Palm. 

“We came home from the abyss,’ 
Robert said. “I’m lucky to be alive. I feel 
there’s a reason for our existence and I 
turned things around.” 

In their sessions, Robert opened up 
to his sister, detailing numerous harrow- 
ing accounts, from comforting a mortal- 
ly wounded soldier, carrying his close 
friend to tree cover during a gun battle 
and numerous others. Perhaps worst 
of all was hearing his internal struggle 
dealing with the loss of two comrades to 
suicide and the fight against Post Trau- 
matic Stress Disorder, which went un- 
diagnosed until the mid-80s and nearly 
cost him his marriage and a relationship 
with his daughters. 

“There were times both of us were 
sobbing,” Judith Kelliher said. “I re- 
spected his honesty. Our hope is that 
someone reads this who 1s struggling, 
and is inspired to get help.” 

“IT would consider myself a pacifist 
now,” Robert Kelliher said. ““War is in- 
trinsically evil, but I have every bit of 
love and respect for our veterans.” 

He noted that many in Vietnam and 
earlier conflicts “suffered in silence” and 
he hopes that those who read the book 
will be motivated to seek help when they 
need it. 

“There were a lot of young lads like 
me — thousands — who went to their 
graves without ever letting it out,’ he 
said. “Beyond the serious wounds, they 
were wounded souls.” 

While the self-published book was 
only recently made available for pur- 
chase online through Amazon, the sib- 
lings are surprised at the feedback they 
have received so far. Robert Kelliher 
said some of his surviving service-mates 
were touched by the authenticity. Judith 
said people have called, texted and sent 
cards from across the country, grateful 
the story was told for other veterans. 

“TI feel so much closer to him,’ Judith 
Kelliher said. “I have even more respect 
for his service.” 


keeping their six-foot distance.” 

During the June 29 Board of Select- 
men’s meeting, Litz updated the select- 
men on Spec Pond and the Department’s 
operations. He said at that time, the de- 
partment brought in about $9,500 through 
beach passes, on track for about $15,000 
to $20,000. A normal year brings in 
roughly $25,000 Litz told the selectmen. 

Another loss at present is the use of 
the Brad Pinney Pavilion. Normally in 
use just about every weekend from April 
through October, the popular site for 
parties and functions has been off lim- 
its based on current health guidance. He 
told the selectmen the department will 
take reservations, but like their program 
offerings won’t deposit checks unless the 
function can take place. 

“We’re going to follow the state guide- 
lines and adjust from there,’ Litz told The 
Times. 

For more information about the Parks 
and Recreation Department, program of- 
ferings or passes, visit wilbrahamrec.com. 


ROBERTS ROOFS 
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Snow Removal 


Snow/Iice Damage Repair 


Tel. 413-283-4395 
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nesses in town, “checking on people 
and seeing how they’re doing as far as 
compliance goes with employees wear- 
ing masks and having their customers 
coming in wearing masks.” She told se- 
lectmen when she receives complaints 
she will visit the establishment in ques- 
tion and if she fails to observe a viola- 
tion takes the opportunity to inform the 
business there has been a complaint and 
educate in hopes of corrective action, if 
necessary. 

Updating his prior report to select- 
men, Town Administrator Nick Breault 
said that in regards to reopening the 
Town Office Building at 240 Spring- 
field St., as well as other town-owned 
buildings, he would recommend open- 
ing Aug. 3 by appointment only. He said 
the Board may want to consider hiring a 
temporary greeter to guide residents to 
various department representatives. 

“T think small steps will be safe 
steps,’ Selectman Robert Boilard said 
of the proposal. 

Selectman Carolyn Brennan agreed, 
expressing her confidence in the various 
department heads to be able to handle 
appointments and a resumption of ser- 
vices. 

“T think it’s great to be able to at least 
make an effort to have the public access 
the services a little bit easier,’ she said. 
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Wilbraham resident Matt Villa- 
maino, president of the nonprofit 
Friends of Wilbraham Seniors Inc., 
asked whether there was any word on 
the reopening of the Senior Center. Ac- 
cording to Breault there isn’t a date be- 
ing discussed for opening the center and 
there isn’t a sense as of yet as to how 
to safely re-open the building to seniors. 

Later in the meeting, Villamaino 
asked whether the Police Department’s 
Community Room was available for the 
public to access, as the Friends have had 
difficulties meeting virtually during the 
shutdown. 

“At this point it’s not open for use by 
the general public,’ Breault said. “My 
recommendation is going to be that 
public meetings still be held in a Go 
to Meeting of Zoom fashion even for a 
little bit longer after the buildings are 
open to the public.” 

Karen Demers, director of the Wil- 
braham Public Library, said that sim- 
ilarly, the Board of Library Trustees 
recently made the decision to close the 
Brooks Room to public meetings and 
programs for the remainder of 2020, 
as current guidance calls for eight peo- 
ple per 1,000 square feet and the room 
is about 600 square feet. Demers said 
there have been small groups and clubs 
that have met outside the library and 
offered such an option was available to 
the Friends. 


Turley Publications is liberal with regard to its business coverage polices, but we do have some standards 
folks need to understand. First, local businesses and merchants are just as much institutions in our towns as 
the library and schools. Without them, there are no towns. 

We will feature coverage of local businesses that are new, have a major expansion, moving, closing, 
under new management or ownership, celebrating a milestone anniversary, or have been thrust into the news 
realm. Merchants can request that coverage through the editor, or for our existing advertising clients, through 
their ad representatives. 

For more information on business coverage for the Wilbraham Hampden Times, please email twitkop@ 
turley.com. 
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School Committee should rescind vote, hold forum 


Editor’s note: The following is a letter sent 
to the Hampden-Wilbraham Regional School 
Committee from the Wilbraham Republican 
Town Committee after a vote to adopt a resolu- 
tion through the Massachusetts Association of 
School Committees. We are running the piece 
as a service to our readers. 


By James Burke 
Guest Columnist 


As we recently celebrated the anniversary 
of our Independence, it is inspiring to look back 
at all who contributed to our nation’s birth, and 
America’s rise as the standard bearer of democ- 
racy across the globe. This in itself is a main 
reason why immigrants continue to move here 
in search of the “American Dream.” Yet, while 
America is a nation with a rich history of suc- 
cess, it is just as easy to look back and recognize 
past imperfections. The Wilbraham Republican 
Town Committee believes that our educational 
system has done an inadequate job in teaching 
our youth about the contributions of this nation’s 
unheralded heroes of all ethnicities. What better 
time to remedy this failure than right now? 

With that sentiment in mind, the WRTC was 
very disappointed to see the School Committee 
pass an imprecise collection of diversity/inclu- 
sion resolutions put forth by the Massachusetts 
Association of School Committees without 
openly inviting input from the community it rep- 
resents. In fact, the entire document was passed 


without almost no discussion about the individ- 
ual resolutions. It is our strong opinion, when 
dealing with a resolution of such importance the 
committee must actively seek input from their 
constituents. By not doing so, and by rushing the 
vote; the School Committee has greatly dimin- 
ished the gravity of this issue. Elected officials 
are bound by their obligation to follow the will 
of their constituents, not the other way around. 
It is unacceptable to let any outside entity dic- 
tate our educational policies without community 
input. This is why the WRTC would respectful- 
ly request that the Hampden-Wilbraham School 
Committee consider rescinding their vote of 
Tuesday June 30, 2020 on the Anti-Racism Res- 
olution. We believe our district needs precise 
policy changes in which the committee and ad- 
ministration can be held accountable by those it 
represents. 

There is nothing more paramount than our 
children’s educational experience. We all need to 
play a role in shaping their future. To that end, 
our recommendation would be for the School 
Committee to host an in-person, public forum 
in which the community will have the opportu- 
nity to voice their concerns, opinions, and sug- 
gestions. This would be the best possible way 
to learn what our community desires, and will 
provide a roadmap for the School Committee on 
how to proceed. In order to successfully move 
forward on the issue of diversity, the School 
Committee needs to show a greater degree of 
transparency as well as a serious effort to seek 


input from their constituents. This forum will 
accomplish all of these goals. This country is 
the world’s largest melting pot and we should be 
proud of all who have contributed to its making. 

AS a preview to this discussion, the WRTC 
has compiled a list of suggested topics and ideas 
for the School Committee to consider. These 
touch not only on the struggles of the minority 
communities, but highlights their achievements 
that have contributed to the continued success of 
our country. We strongly encourage the School 
Committee to build a curriculum which can edu- 
cate our children on the contributions of all eth- 
nicities represented in our community. This in- 
cludes but is not limited to African, Arab, Asian, 
Hispanic and Native Americans. 

While in the past an independent, high quali- 
ty educational focus has provided an exceptional 
level of education in our schools. We must to re- 
turn to this, as the mediocre policies at the state 
and federal levels have diminished the quality 
of our town’s educational system. We under- 
stand that our community cannot fix the world’s 
problems, but we do have the responsibility to 
provide our students an education that instills 
curiosity, creativity, strong moral values, and 
continues to build respect for themselves, their 
community and their nation. We look forward to 
working with you. 

James Burke is the chair of the Wilbraham 
Republican Town Committee. The WRTC may be 
reached at wrtc4wilb@ gmail.com. 





SHADES 


By Louis Scungio 
7/15/2020 


They tramped an’ trekked through swamp 
an’ fen 

till victory was at an’ end. 

Their will was weathered ... nearly lost 
as lives became part of the cost ... 

a cost now shared six score an’ more 
where men of mettle clashed before. 

An’ through those tattered towns of yore 
did come a mind of different score. 

Will wanton ways of wayward men 
again be tramped through field an’ fen ... 
where battles lost an’ battles won 
became our path through dark to sun’? 
Can men forget our colored past 

or will there be some shades that last 

to color future daughters ... sons ... 

an’ defeat victories past won? 

Let future shades now blend away 

an’ ne’er e’er come another day. 

Let colors merge to be as one ... 

then ... truly will His will be done! 


bi 
bd ee 
he 


~ i 


©VVANEGRANLUND.COM 25 





Time to learn the system from the inside 


By Lee H. Hamilton 
Guest Columnist 


I’ve spent a long time in politics, and over those 
years one thing has remained constant: There are a 
lot more Americans who criticize government than 
there are who serve and do something about it. 

I'll admit, there have been times when I’ve 
felt a bit resentful. It’s hard to enter the fray, be 
expected to listen patiently to criticism from all 
comers, and then look around to find that many 
of them are nowhere to be found when it comes to 
the hard work of improving our communities and 
our system. 

But far more than annoyance, what I’ve felt is 
amazement at the immense but often un-grasped 
opportunity our system offers. This is especially 
acute these days, as millions of Americans take to 
the streets and to social media with passionate in- 
tensity, driven by deeply-held beliefs or newfound 
conviction and a sense that it’s time to weigh in. I 
agree — but then, I think it’s always time to weigh 
in. That’s what our system asks of us as citizens. 
And in particular, I’d argue that it asks us to do it 
from the inside, not just from the outside. 

We desperately need citizens to enter the pub- 
lic arena — people who are not afraid to plunge in 
and try to improve our democratic institutions. To 
be sure, critics and ordinary engaged citizens have 
an important role to play in shaping the public dis- 
course. But if at some point in their lives they and 


others do not also see a duty to serve, our nation 
is in trouble. 

I know the arguments you can find against it. 
You have to compromise your values. It’s thank- 
less. The system turns you into a cog. You make 
yourself a target of scrutiny. You can’t actually ac- 
complish anything. 

To all of this, I say: So? There is no question 
that our governing institutions need improving. 
But it’s not going to happen unless people with 
the power to change them roll up their sleeves and 
set about doing so. And those people are the ones 
inside those institutions, who’ve learned how they 
work and who understand that actual change hap- 
pens by dint of legislation, administration, and the 
nitty-gritty details of reform. 

There are plenty of other things you can do, 
too: vote, spend time learning the issues you care 
about, make informed judgments about your elect- 
ed representatives, get involved in organizations 
that advocate for the causes you value. But as writ- 
er Andy Smarick put it recently in “The Bulwark,” 
“[G]overning is formative. Knocking on doors as 
a candidate is not just about winning votes. Sitting 
through a long bill hearing 1s not just about follow- 
ing the legislative process. Taking part in public 
debates is not just about self-expression. Making a 
tough governing decision 1s not just about resolv- 
ing a policy matter. Through these activities, the 
public servant listens to fellow citizens, learns of 
competing priorities, and witnesses principles in 


conflict.” 

In our democracy, these and other skills are 
vital, not just for public officials, but for any cit- 
izen who wants to be involved in the community. 
Listening to our peers, understanding their hopes, 
appreciating the differences among them, grasping 
why accommodation and compromise are crucial 
to resolving those differences, and learning how 
to accomplish them are part and parcel of making 
a representative democracy work. People who do 
this feel in their bones how hard it is to govern in 
a large, diverse republic, and why we depend on 
large numbers of ordinary people to step forward, 
find their niche, and participate on town boards, in 
state legislatures, and in Congress. 

So, as I look about at the remarkable levels of 
public engagement in this intense political year, I 
find myself hoping that more comes out of it than 
simple public pressure. I hope that people who’d 
never considered it before decide it’s time to step 
forward, serve in public office, and help their fel- 
low citizens make this a better country. 

Lee Hamilton is a senior advisor for the Indi- 
ana University Center on Representative Govern- 
ment; a Distinguished Scholar at the IU Hamilton 
Lugar School of Global and International Stud- 
ies; and a Professor of Practice at the IU O’Neill 
School of Public and Environmental Affairs. He 
was a member of the U.S. House of Representa- 
tives for 34 years. 
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Letters to the editor 
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TIMES is not responsible for 
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Common questions regarding 
tomatoes, shrubs and more 


This is a common question about 
the cracks that often occur on tomatoes: 
“most of the fruit have circular cracks, 
almost all the way around, up near the 
stem end. Is this a disease or nutrient 
deficiency?” 

Neither! What you are de- 
scribing are growth cracks. To- 
matoes generally crack when a 
droughty period is followed by 
lots of rain. Cracks tend to be 
worse if the weather has been 
hot. The tomatoes on two of the 
nine plants I am growing in my 
vegetable garden are exhibiting zs 
this problem as well. Some va- | sa 
rieties tend to be more “crack 
tolerant” than others, and are 
labeled as such in seed cata- 
logs. To prevent future cracks, be sure to 
water on a regular basis. Don’t be afraid 
to eat damaged fruit; while they aren’t 
pretty, they are edible. More prone to 
rot, however, so use them quickly. 

Autumnal sunflowers 

A perennial aficionado from Brim- 
field is curious about the autumnal sun- 
flower (Helenium autumnale), otherwise 
known as Sneezeweed. “I absolutely 
love this plant for the late season col- 
or that it adds to my perennial border. 
My only problem is that it is too tall. I 
have pinched back perennial asters for 
years with success. Can this same tech- 
nique be used to make a stouter clump of 
Sneezeweed?” 

It certainly can. Like you, I love ev- 
erything about Sneezeweed, except for 
its height, which can top off at four feet! 
It is a native plant, which is not bothered 
by insects or diseases to speak of, has 
lovely long-lasting yellow or rusty or- 
ange flowers and despite what its name 
implies, doesn’t make you sneeze. Years 
ago I experimented with reducing the 
height of my own plants and pinched 
them back twice. They were about 18 
inches shorter at bloom time than they 
would have been and 
still flowered abundant- 
ly. Next year try it for 
yourself. When the plant 
is about a foot tall, re- 


IN THE 
GARDEN 


Roberta McQuaid 
Columnist 





height and initiate buds in time for its 
debut come August. 
Yew bushes 

“T have some yews growing along 
the foundation of my house. They are 
the perfect size right now, but 
I am worried they will get 
out of hand. Do you have any 
pruning tips to pass along?” 
inquires a Palmer homeowner. 

Sure! For this job you 
will need a pair of hand clip- 
pers, not hedge trimmers. 
New growth is obvious: it is 
¥. very flexible, lighter in col- 
“’ | or and extends several inches 
from the shrub’s silhouette. 
With clippers in hand, grab a 
branch, and instead of remov- 
ing just the new growth, make a cut well 
within the body of the shrub. This pro- 
cess is called “making windows.” The 
windows allow light to penetrate the 
plant’s interior causing regeneration to 
occur. Repeat in various spots on each 
shrub for a balanced appearance. Any 
stragely growth that remains can be 
nipped back. By pruning in this manner 
each year, healthy, new growth is en- 
couraged, yet height and width control is 
maintained. Too labor intensive for you? 
Alright, use the hedge trimmers first, 
then make a few windows, for nearly the 
same effect. Yews were quite popular 
foundation plants decades ago and are 
nice evergreens 1f managed properly and 
not left to their own devices. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture 
at the University of Massachusetts. For 
the last 28 years, she has held the posi- 
tion of staff horticulturalist at Old Stur- 
bridge Village. She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to ekennedy@turley.com 
with “Gardening Question” in the sub- 
Ject line. 
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OBITUARY POLICY 





move the top few nodes 
of each shoot. Repeat 
the pinching process 
a couple of weeks lat- 
er, finishing by the end 
of June. This will give 
the plant ample time to 
grow to a respectable 












Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries. 

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place. 

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $120, 


which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 


MAIN STREET 
TAVERN 


“Exactly what a Main Street 
Tavern should be” 
16 DRAFT LINES 
Original Cocktails 
10 TVs © Touch Tunes Juke Box 


Homemade Pasta 
Handcrafted Burgers 
Hand-Cut Fries & Chips 


GREAT ATMOSPHERE 
GREAT FOOD! 


WELCOME 
BACK! 


OPEN FOR 
IN DOOR DINING 
TUESDAY - SUNDAY 
4PM 


We would like to take this 
opportunity to thank our amazing 
customers, family and friends for 

their continued support! We are 

taking all necessary precautions 
recommended to insure a safe 

and enjoyable dining experience. 


218 Main Street, Monson ¢ 413-893-9078 


www.218mainstreettavern.com ci 
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SOCIAL SECURITY MATTERS 
Ask Rusty — Why won’t Social Security 
give me my widow’s benefit? 


By Russell Gloor 
Guest Columnist 


Dear Rusty: I have been a widow since 
November 2019. I retired under the Fed- 
eral Civil Service Retirement System. Be- 
fore my husband died, I made an appoint- 
ment with Social Security to see if I could 
receive his Social Security if he passed on. 
I was told I could. Since he passed, Social 
Security has adamantly refused to let me 
have my husband’s Social Security. I have 
had many problems with them. Who is 
correct here? I have lost $1,400 per month. 
My Social Security check is about $126 
per month. Signed: Frustrated Widow. 

Dear Frustrated Widow: First, please 
accept my condolences on the loss of your 
husband. Unfortunately, I don’t have good 
news for you. 

Because of your federal Civil Service 
Retirement System pension, you are sub- 
ject to the “Government Pension Offset” 
provision of Social Security. The GPO 
reduces the survivor benefit for anyone 
who also has a pension from an employer 
which did not participate in Social Securi- 
ty (neither the employer or the employee 
paid into Social Security), and your federal 
CSRS pension falls into this category. GPO 
reduces any survivor benefit you might 
otherwise be entitled to by two thirds of 
the amount of your CSRS pension, which 
often eliminates the survivor benefit. For 
clarity, GPO also applies to a Social Secu- 
rity benefit from a living spouse. 

As you probably already know, your 
CSRS pension caused your own Social 
Security benefit, earned from other work 
outside of your federal employment, to be 


reduced by the Windfall Elimination Pro- 
vision. Unfortunately, whoever you previ- 
ously spoke with at the Social Security Ad- 
ministration prior to your husband’s death 
gave you some incorrect information, 
because you are also subject to the GPO. 
And that is why Social Security will not 
now pay you a survivor benefit from your 
husband. 

I’m afraid you have no recourse on this, 
as both the GPO and WEP have been the 
law for decades. The federal government 
has now changed to a “Federal Employee 
Retirement System,’ which fully partici- 
pates in Social Security (both employees 
and the employer contribute to Social Se- 
curity), so more recent federal retirees are 
not subject to the WEP and GPO rules. But 
there are still many U.S. state and local 
government employers which, to varying 
degrees, do not participate in Social Secu- 
rity, and whose employees are still 1mpact- 
ed by both GPO and WEP. 


Russell Gloor is a certified Social Se- 
curity adviser through the Association of 
Mature American Citizens. This column 
is intended for information purposes only 
and does not represent legal or financial 
guidance. It presents the opinions and in- 
terpretations of the AMAC Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited by the Na- 
tional Social Security Association. NSSA 
and the AMAC Foundation and its staff 
are not affiliated with or endorsed by the 
Social Security Administration or any oth- 
er governmental entity. To submit a ques- 
tion, visit amacfoundation.org/programs/ 
social-security-advisory or email ssadvi- 
sor @amacfoundation.org. 


Rev ‘Em up for Rachele 


You Could win a 2019 Harley Davidson 
Electra Glide Motorcycle 


Tickets are §100 Each 
Only 400 Tickets Available 


Motorcycle will be raffle on August 22, 2020, after our Famous Poker Run and 
Chicken Babecue which starts and ends at St. Stans Polish Club on South 
Street in West Warren, Massachusetts. The Poker Run ($20 pp includes Chicken 
Barbecue) is sold separately from the motorcycle tickets. 


We are sponsoring these benefits to honor and remember Rachele Ann Beer. 
Rachele passed away pn Pctober 9, 2019, at age 35. After bravely fighting 
cancer. This impressive mtorcycle was purchased to be raffled to raise funds to 
help save Rachele’s life. We have had to shift gears since her passing. Rachele 
attended the Center of Hope for many years. Her family would appreciate the 
proceeds in Rachele’s memory to be applied to purchase needed ite,s for her 
peers, such as sensory equipment, ipads and music related items at the Center 
of Hope. We will also be making a donation to Clowning for Kidz Foundation for 


their help in assistancee in the raffles. 


Sincerely, 
The Beer Family of Spencer 


The Arc. 


Center of Hope Foundation 
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A COMMUNITY GALLERY 








Friends and family of 
Wilbraham veteran 
Fleming Cocchi give hima 
surprise birthday parade 
in celebration of his 100th 











U.S. Navy and World War Il veteran Fleming Cocchi (right), of Wilbraham, look 
celebration of his 100th birthday. 





Wilbraham Fire Engine No. 1 drives by the Wilbraham home of Navy and World War II veteran Fleming Cocchi 
July 15, in honor of his 100th birthday. 





The Summer Market is 


Homes are 

“With interest rates at an all- time low people ar 
With our experience we can | 

Team 413 consistently ranks in the top 
Making them the agents with the n 


*“Per MLS | 


Heidi Pafumi 264 N Main St. Unit 22, East Longmeadow, M 





Team413 








July 23, 2020 
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s on as friends and family give him a surprise birthday parade July 15 in 


the New Spring Market. 


Selling Fast! 


e buying! Now ts the time to Jump into the market! 


1elp you sell fast for top dollar.” 
3 agents in the county and Springfield.* 


nost experience to get the job done! 
as of 4/27/20 


A | 413-579-8326 | team413sells@gmail.com 
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Community Bulletin Board 


Send us in 
your announcements! 


Happy Birthdays, Anniversaries, etc. 


We will pick one each week to run here free of charge, 
please keep it to less than 50 words. 
Please send to tyler@turley.com 





A line of roughly 20 
cars filled with family, 
friends, staff from 
Visiting Angels Living 
Assistance Services and 
first responders drove 
by the Wilbraham home 
of World War II veteran 
Fleming Cocchi in 
celebration of his 100th 
birthday. 


from page | 


Natali Pilecki, administrative specialist, helped 
with the coordination. Due to concerns of the coro- 
navirus, the staff determined a car parade would be 
the safest way to celebrate. Caregivers from Visiting 
Angels, family and friends, as well as police cruisers 
and Engine No. | drove by at about 12:30 p.m., honk- 
ing horns and blaring sirens for Cocchi, his family 
and a gathering of friends stationed in the driveway 
of Cocchi’s home. 

The parade procession gathered at Wilbraham 
Middle School and then drove along Stony Hill Road 
to Glenn Drive for the surprise. 

To limit the potential spread of COVID-19, no one 


TIMES STAFF PHOTOS 
BY TYLER S. WITKOP 








Friends and family of 
Fleming Cocchi deliver a 
birthday gift. Due to the 
coronavirus, no one but his 
caregiver was allowed to 
get close. 





but his caregiver was allowed to get close to Cocchi 
or his wife. 

From the street, Cocchi appeared shocked and 
excited to see the procession of vehicles drive past 
the home, honking horns, waving signs and blaring 
sirens. One family member even stopped to hand de- 
liver a gift to one of the caregivers. 

“T would love to hear his stories,’ Anstett said, 
noting that after his military service ended, Cocchi 
was a longtime principal in the Springfield Public 
School system. 

Visiting Angels is located at 33 Westfield St. Suite 
1 in West Springfield. For more information, visit 
www.visitingangels.com/westspringfield or call 413- 
733-6900. 








Shawna Gutowski 


WILLIAM RAVEIS 


REAL ESTATE 
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M HEALTH & WELLNESS 


Doctor offers insight to 
airborne spread of COVID-19 


SPRINGFIELD — There is a new 
international debate surrounding 
COVID-19 and the spread of the in- 
fection. 

The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention and other health orga- 
nizations have long thought that the 
novel coronavirus is spread mainly 
from person-to-person between peo- 
ple who are in close contact within 
one another (within six feet). This 
spread is through respiratory drop- 
lets produced when an infected per- 
son coughs, sneezes or talks. These 
droplets can land in the mouths, nos- 
es or eyes of people who are nearby 
or be inhaled into the lungs. Some 
recent studies have suggested that 
COVID-19 may be spread by people 
who are not showing symptoms. 

Now in a letter sent to the World 
Health Organization signed by more 
than 200 scientists, they claim that 
aerosolized droplets floating in the air 
can cause infection. They urged WHO 
to react to what they claim is “mount- 
ing evidence.” 

“They are raising the specter that 
COVID-19 could theoretically be 
transmitted by the airborne route,’ 
said Dr. Sarah Haessler, lead epidemi- 
ologist and infectious disease special- 
ist for Baystate Health. 

Aerosols are small particles that 
can remain suspended in air for lon- 
ger periods of time than most respi- 
ratory secretions and are small and 
light enough to sometimes travel lon- 
ger distances. Certain viruses such as 
smallpox and measles, and bacteria, 
such as the agent that causes tubercu- 
losis, are expelled as aerosols and can 
therefore be transmitted by the “air- 
borne route.” 

Most respiratory viruses are trans- 
mitted by the “droplet” route, which 
means that they are expelled as larger 
particles that are heavier and fall to 
the ground in a span of three to six 
feet from an infected person. This is 
from where the social distancing rec- 
ommendation of six feet derives, not- 


ed Haessler. For these agents, a face- 
mask is appropriate protection, along 
with eye coverings, gloves and downs, 
especially for healthcare workers. 

“In the hospital, we use a special 
type of respirator mask called N95, 
which is required for protection when 
treating patients whose viruses can 
become aerosolized,’ said Haessler. 

According to Haessler, the letter 
to WHO predominantly represents 
the opinion of laboratory scientists 
and researchers, many of whom are 
from “particle science” and other en- 
gineering-type disciplines and basic, 
but importantly not clinical — science 
positions. 

“While it may be accurate that 
under certain laboratory conditions, 
the COVID-19 virus can form aero- 
sols, there is scant data to present to 
suggest that this infection is generally 
transmitted that way,” Haessler said. 
“In fact, the preponderance of actual 
clinical and epidemiologic informa- 
tion — including data from or own 
experiences at Baystate over the past 
four months of the pandemic — strong- 
ly suggest that this virus is primarily 
transmitted by respiratory droplets.” 

Haessler has reassurance for the 
public who may have read about the 
debate and the letter sent to WHO, 
and who are worried about their pro- 
tection from the virus. 

“Universal masking, hand hygiene 
and social distancing are still the 
main ways to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19 since clinical data strong- 
ly suggests the virus 1s mainly trans- 
mitted through respiratory droplets, as 
we have known since the early begin- 
nings of the novel coronavirus data,” 
she said. “To further stop the virus 
and protect yourselves and others, re- 
member to wear a mask when around 
others, keep a safe distance from oth- 
ers, cover your coughs and sneezes, 
and to wash your hands often.” 

For more information on Baystate 
Health, visit baystatehealth.org. 


Htotf Summer 
Ad Kates 


Heat up your Summertime sales with seasonal 
print advertising opportunities 
to reach more than 50,000 local readers! 


To advertise, call 413.283.8393 or email 
jwalker@turley.com today! 


Wilbraham-Hampden Times 
Local Advertising That Works 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 
413.283.8393 © www.newspapers.turley.com 





The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 


July 23, 2020 


Rick’s Place to offer free grief support 


WILBRAHAM -— Children and families 
who have experienced the loss of a loved 
one are invited to participate in virtual peer 
groups to take place in late August, facilitat- 
ed by the nonprofit Rick’s Place. The peer 
groups are designed for children, teens and 
their caregivers. 

Rick’s Place, named for Rick Thorpe, a 


Wilbraham native and Minnechaug Regional 
High School graduate who died in the Tow- 
er Two collapse of the World Trade Center 
on 9/11, offers peer-supported bereavement 
services for children who have experienced 
death. For more information or to schedule 
a virtual intake meeting, visit ricksplacema. 
org or call 413-279-2010. 


Lesser calls for free COVID testing 


SPRINGFIELD — State Sen. Eric Less- 
er (D-Longmeadow), of the First Hampden 
and Hampshire District, issued a statement 
July 10 urging Gov. Charlie Baker to offer 
free COVID-19 testing at locations in West- 
ern Massachusetts. 

Baker announced July 8 that his Stop the 
Spread testing initiative would target eight 
hot spots in the commonwealth: Chelsea, 
Everett, Fall River, Lawrence, Lynn, Low- 
ell, Marlborough and New Bedford, where 
cases have exceeded the state average and 
where the volume of testing has declined in 
the last two months. 

“T applaud and fully support Governor 
Baker’s effort to establish free on-demand 
testing for residents of Massachusetts and 
believe that the eight cities announced are 
a good start,’ Lesser said in his statement. 
“However, it is simply unacceptable that 
there is not one testing site west of I-495. 
Many of the risk factors most associated 
with COVID-19 such as age and underlying 
health conditions like diabetes and asthma 
are highly prevalent in Western Massachu- 
setts. These are also areas with diverse pop- 


ulations and underlying racial and economic 
disparities.” 

Lesser notes in his statement that Hamp- 
den County has a fatality rate of 9.63 per- 
cent, which exceeds the state’s rate of 7.66 
percent. According to Lesser, a resident of 
Chicopee, Holyoke or Springfield would 
need to commute roughly 70 miles to the 
nearest site in Marlborough, and a Pittsfield 
resident would need to travel nearly 116 
miles to the same location. 

“The effort to test the communities in 
this first round are laudable and have my 
full support, but it is simply inexcusable to 
exclude a geographic area spanning 4,280 
square miles and a population of over 1.65 
million,’ Lesser continues. “Our community 
health centers and hospitals have stepped up 
in regards to testing and should not be left 
to shoulder that burden alone. We cannot 
afford to take reactive measures with this 
virus. Proactivity and widespread testing 
to these high-risk areas and populations are 
a critical measure in ensuring that all resi- 
dents of Massachusetts are protected and 
doing their part to stop the spread.” 


United Way distributes food to those in need 


SPRINGFIELD — The United Way of Pi- 
oneer Valley announced that beginning June 
30, it began the distribution of hundreds of 
boxes of shelf-stable food items to partner 
agencies to help clients in need during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

The food boxes were secured through 
United Way’s relationship with the Massa- 
chusetts Emergency Management Agency 
as they distribute resources throughout the 
commonwealth. The first truckload arrived 


June 30 at the United Way headquarters at 
1441 Main St. in Springfield. 

“We are honored to play a part in the 
commonwealth’s COVID-19 response ef- 
forts,’ Paul Mina, United Way of Pioneer 
Valley president and CEO, said. “We have 
worked with MEMA closely in their relief 
efforts for Hampden County and are happy 
to continue to help.” 

For more information about the United 
Way or to get involved, visit uwpv.org. 








Share your thoughts and suggestions 
with our staff and your fellow readers. 
Participate in our opinion pages, 
or contact us anytime with your feedback! 
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Will high schools be able to play fall sports? 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


REGION - Earlier this year, 
the high school and college 
sports worlds were ruined by the 
cancellation of all spring sports 
at each level, ranging up through 
Division 1 schools, and profes- 
sional sports. 

There always seemed to be an 
optimism at the time that sports 
would be able to resume without 





an issue this fall and at the high 
school level in Massachusetts, 
athletic directors planned a fall 
schedule, much like they do each 
spring as most schedules are 
made out a season in advance. 
But as the summer rages 
on with next to no activity and 
sports like soccer and football 
banned (for having games) de- 
spite Massachusetts’ improved 


situation compared to the rest of 
the country, now fall sports seem 


Soccer was barred for the summer, with the PVSSL canceling its 
season. MIAA officials are discussing this week whether soccer can 


be played this fall. 
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With football currently banned at the amateur level, will Western Mass. high school football commence 


in September? 


to be in doubt. 

Several New England col- 
leges and universities have de- 
clared that fall sports are post- 
poned due to the recent spikes 


Robie gets win in modified race, 
Sonhalter captures mini-stock battle 


WINCHESTER, N.H. — 
Brian Robie (Sunapee, NH) 
topped a big field of NHSTRA 
Modifieds Saturday, July 18, 
charging from row four to score 
his first win of the season at 
Monadnock Speedway. Hillary 
Renaud (Vernon, VT), mean- 
while, led all the way to earn 
her first season victory in the 
ultra-competitive Street Stocks. 

And, while Renaud was 
busy scoring her first victory 
lane celebration, Late Model 
Sportsman star Aaron Fellows 
(Croydon, VT) stayed perfect 
on the year, using a late-race 
pass to overcome his strongest 
challenge of the summer en 
route to victory lane. Vermont 
pilot Matt Sonnhalter (White 
River Junction, VT) wired the 
nightcap 5O0-lap Mini Stock 
event. 

There are few sounds in life 
that come close to that made by 
a big field of Modifieds thun- 
dering atop the blacktop in 
pursuit of Saturday night glory. 
That thunder is heard weekly at 
Monadnock Speedway, where, 
Saturday, Matt Kimball and 
Rob Richardi led the 18-car 
Modified field to battle. 

Kimball, gunning to turn 
a season-long hard luck run 
around, jumped all over the lead 
as the 40-lapper went green. 
Richardi stayed glued to his 
bumper, with defending track 





Brian Robie came out on top in the NHSTRA Modified race. 


king Todd Patnode quickly en- 
tering the hunt. 


By lap ten, Patnode held 


the deuce spot, while two-time 
2020 winner Ben Byrne was 


Please see RACING, page 12 


throughout the rest of the coun- 
try and concerns over interstate 
travel and the lack of a vaccine 
which guarantees the stop of 
an overwhelming spread of 


COVID-19. 
Massachusetts, as of last 
week, still maintains a positive 


Please see FALL, page 12 


MASCAC suspends fall 
Sports programs 


WESTFIELD — Westfield 
State University athletics an- 
nounced that the Owls will not 
have intercollegiate competi- 
tion for fall sports teams in the 
Fall 2020 season, in conjunction 
with the announcement from the 
league’s Council of Presidents 
on Thursday, July 16, 2020 that 
the entire Massachusetts State 
Collegiate Athletic Conference 
(MASCAC) will not compete in 
fall sports programs. 

The Owls’ fall sports teams 
(football, men’s and women’s 
soccer, field hockey, volleyball, 
men’s and women’s cross coun- 
try and men’s and women’s golf) 
will have the ability to practice 
on campus while utilizing the 
NCAA Resocialization of Sport 
Guidelines. 

“T am extremely disappointed 
to have to announce to our stu- 
dent-athletes and families that 
our fall season teams will not 
have the opportunity to play in- 
tercollegiate games this fall,’ 
said athletics director Richard 
Lenfest, Jr. “The COVID-19 
pandemic has had an extreme 
impact on public health, and ulti- 
mately we need to take the steps 
that best protect the health of our 
student athletes and their loved 
ones in limiting the opportunity 
to spread or contract the virus.” 

“T am happy that we still be 
able to provide team activities 


through practices, conditioning 
and skill training,’ added Len- 
fest. “Athletics provides nu- 
merous benefits to our athletes, 
including strengthening _ their 
social networks, health, fitness, 
and general mental well-being 
through the benefit of exercise. 
Student-athletes will be able 
to train with their coaches, and 
while group sizes and activities 
may be modified to meet health 
guidelines, there is still the op- 
portunity to reap the benefits 
provided by college athletics.” 

A decision on the winter 
sport seasons was deferred un- 
til September by the Council of 
Presidents. 

The NCAA has issued sever- 
al blanket waivers regarding el- 
igibility. Student-athletes who’s 
teams compete in less than 50 
percent of that sports maximum 
allowable games for the fall 2020 
season will not use a year of el- 
igibility, so that Owl fall sport 
athletes who take part in team 
practices and activities will not 
lose a year of eligibility. 

“The NCAA has acted swift- 
ly to ensure that student-athletes 
do not unduly lose eligibility 
due to the pandemic’s impact on 
competition,” said Lenfest. “Our 
staff will be available to our ath- 
letes to answer any questions 
they have about eligibility.” 


Please see MASCAC, page 12 
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MARION — Sudbury native 
Matthew Organisak, 22, has defeat- 
ed Waltham’s Nick Maccario, 28, by 
a score of 2 up to capture the 112th 
Massachusetts Amateur title in Fri- 
day’s 36-hole championship match 
at The Kittansett Club in Marion. 

This is the first state amateur 
win for Organisak, who represents 
Nashawtuc CC in Concord and re- 
cently graduated Emory Univer- 
sity in Atlanta. Mike Ohanian, the 
1968 champion, is the only other 
person to win it while representing 
Nashawtuc. Organisak also won 
the 2019 Francis Ouimet Memo- 
rial Tournament, also a Mass Golf 
championship. 

Organisak joins Patrick Frodigh 
(2018) and Ben Spitz (2006) as the 


Relics return to action after 


LUDLOW -— The Western Mass 
Relics, which is a summer/fall Se- 
nior Softball recreational slow pitch 
League has resumed play last week. 
The Relics field two divisions: the 
silver division is comprised of men 
50-64 years of age and the bronze 
division is men 65 and over. 

For the more competitive player 
there is opportunity to join a travel 
team and participate in local, re- 
gional and national tournaments. 


RACING from page 1 


rocketing up to third. Coming from 
row five, Byrne took the three-spot 
on lap 14 but he and Patnode’s bat- 
tle would be a short one. Coming 
quickly onto a cloud of lappers on 
lap 18, the potent pair came togeth- 
er, ending Patnode’s night early for 
the second week in a row and send- 
ing Byrne to the rear. 

The turn-one tangle brought 
Robie alongside Kimball on the re- 
start and, two laps later, he had the 
point, then dashing off to victory 
just ahead of the second-generation 
hot shoe, with Byrne charging back 
through the pack to finish third on 
the night. Robie’s victory moved 
him to the top of the points parade. 

The Curtis twins, Chase and 
Jaret, did all they could to keep 
Hillary Renaud from taking her 
first career Street Stock victory lap 
but, on this night, the Vernon, VT. 
driver could not be stopped. 

Chase Curtis was all over her 
back bumper for most of the race, 
sometimes even bumping it, with- 
out finding a path to the point, 
while brother Jaret did the same 
due diligence in his shadow. With 
the white flag in the air, Jaret rock- 
eted low through turn two to claim 
the deuce, then watching Renaud 
flash under the checkers just ahead 
of him. Chris Buffone was fourth 
on the night, and Mike Radzuik 
rounded out the top five. 

Cole Littlewood did something 
Saturday that nobody else had ac- 
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only left-handed golfers to win it 
since 2000. Match Summary: The 
first 18 holes ended in a tie, with 
both men winning five holes. Organ- 
isak won four of the first six holes 
over the next 18 holes and never 
trailed. He birdied the 9th (27th 
overall) and 10th (28th) to take a 
4-up lead. Maccario won the 12th 
(30th) and 13th (31st) and made 
birdie on the 17th (35th) to cut it to 
1 up, but Organisak was on the 18th 
(36th) green in three, and Maccario 
conceded after missing his par putt. 
Organisak, 22, made his first ap- 
pearance in the Mass Amateur 
championship final. The Sudbury 
native is a recent graduate of Em- 
ory University in Atlanta where he 
finished No. 2 for program scoring 


Teams in both divisions normal- 
ly play two games a week in the 
evenings, with all games played at 
the Fish & Game Club in Ludlow. 
These weekly games emphasize 
fun, friendship and good sports- 
manship. 

This year due to the coronavirus 
all players have to wear masks in 
the field except the outfielders. The 
players temperatures are taken be- 
fore they enter the field. If a player 


complished so far this season, out- 
run Aaron Fellows for 21 laps in 
the LMS feature. Piloting the Steve 
Brehio ride, Litthewood kept Fel- 
lows in his shadow until the Croy- 
don pilot took a wheels-length ad- 
vantage on lap 22, and then soared 
off to victory. 

Robert Hagar powered into 
second on the white flag lap, with 
Littlewood completing his strong 
night’s work in third. The victory 
was Fellows’ second of the week- 
end and kept him undefeated this 
season. 

Matt Sonnhalter was in the 
house Saturday to hunt for victo- 
ry in the 50-lap Mini Stock main 
event, the first leg of the regional 
2020 Battle for The Belt series. 
And while the speedway’s weekly 
racing series drivers did well, no- 
body could catch the speedy Sonn- 
halter. 

Nathan Wenzel and Jared Sou- 
cy were frequently closest to Sonn- 
halter, but it was 2019 track champ 
Louie Maher II who came closest 
at the end. Firing from way back 
in row eight, Maher methodically 
charged forward, getting past po- 
tent Gordon Farnum late to claim 
the runner-up hardware. Farnum’s 
third place run moved him back 
atop the hometrack points parade. 

Next Saturday, July 25, the 
thundering NEMA Midgets and 
NEMA Lites will join the Mo- 
nadnock Speedway weekly racing 
series divisions for an exciting 
night of racing on the high banks. 


The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 


Organisak defeats Maccario for 
Mass. Amateur title 


average, posting a mark of 73.04 
strokes over 86 rounds of play. Or- 
ganisak, a former standout at Lin- 
coln-Sudbury High School, won 
the 2019 Francis Ou1rmet Memorial 
Tournament, and in 2016, qualified 
for the U.S. Amateur. 

Maccario, 28, made his first 
appearance in the Mass Amateur 
championship final. He won the 
2019 Mass Mid-Amateur champi- 
onship and the 2019 Mass Four-Ball 
(with Mike Calef). He also played 
in the 2019 U.S. Amateur at Pine- 
hurst No. 2 & No. 4 in North Caro- 
lina. He attended St. John’s Prep in 
high school and also had a stint on 
the St. Anselm College men’s golf 
team. 


long hiatus 


has a temperature, the player must 
leave the field and return home. 
Players must bring a lawn chair 
so they can social distance when 
a team is batting. The Relics have 
dispensed with hand shaking, fist 
bumps and any other contact with 
players. 

For further information or to 
join the league contact Steve Lepow 
at 860-885-4556 or Ted Chmura at 
413-589-1965. 


Advanced General Admission 
Tickets are available. For more in- 
formation, please visit WWW.Mmo- 
nadnockspeedway.com. 


Monadnock Speedway 
July 18, 2020 results: 

NHSTRA MODIFIEDS: Brian 
Robie, Matt Kimball, Ben Byrne, 
Trevor Bleau, Anthony Bello, Solo- 
mon Brow, Rob Richradi, Kim Riv- 
et, Keith Carzello, Kevin Pittsing- 
er, Brian Crunden, Jason Houle, 
Jerry Gomarlo, Eric Leclair, Cory 
Plummer, Cameron Houle, Scott 
MacMichael, Todd Patnode 

MINI STOCK (50-lap Battle 
for The Belt): Matt Sonhalter, Lou- 
ie Maher, Gordon Farnum, Dan 
Sweeney, Nathan Sweeney, Kev- 
in Clayton, Billy Chaffee, Joshua 
Hubbard, Tim Leblanc, Jeff As- 
selin, Shelby Avery, Haydon Gre- 
nier, Jake Puchalski, Jared Soucey, 
Andrew Harmon, Kevin McK- 
night, Kevin Russell, Bobby Kirk- 
er, Pat Houle 

STREET STOCK: Hillary Re- 
naud, Jaret Curtis, Chase Curtis, 
Chris Buffone, Mike Radzuik, 
Chris Riendeau, Tim Wenzel, Bry- 
an Granger, Paul Barnard, Ben 
Williams 

LATE MODEL SPORTSMAN: 
Aaron Fellows, Robert Hagar, Cole 
Littlewood, Camdyn Curtis, Justin 
Littlewood, Willie Kuhn, Nancy 
Muni-Ruot, Chris Ballas, Scott 
Beck 


Email all 
notices to 
notices@turley.com 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 


Massachusetts newspapers. 
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File photos 
Field hockey could be a sport that could resume as it 
was not on the governor’s list of “at-risk” activities. 


FALL from page 1 


test rate of less than 2 percent, but the Massachusetts In- 
terscholastic Athletic Association is still having to con- 
sider the potential impact of allowing high school ath- 
letes back on fields, especially with soccer and football 
contests barred at the amateur level. 

The ban does not specifically affect high school play- 
ers, and the MIAA is working with the governor’s office 
on guidance. 

The MIAA’s board of directors, which recently 
changed some of its membership around due to re-dis- 
tricting, was scheduled to meet earlier this week to dis- 
cuss a potential start date for fall sports. 

Ludlow High School Athletic Director Tim Brillo was 
a former member of the Board of Directors, but lost his 
seat on July | with the re-districting. 

“T’m not on the board anymore, but I am hopeful that 
we will be able to have a fall season,” said Brillo. 

While Massachusetts is still on a good trajectory with 
a low infection rate, fear of a spike or a “second wave” 
if too much activity is allowed, is what is driving some 
decisions about whether to allow athletics and whether 
or not some school will involve remote learning this fall. 

Agawam High School Athletic Director David Strat- 
ton said there are other restrictions he will have to con- 
tend with. While there is no interstate travel involved, 
travel is going to be limited. 

‘“We’re only allowed to have a certain number of kids 
on the buses at a time,’ said Stratton. “That could limit 
our ability to have JV games on the road.” 

He said JV sports could be cancelled altogether, or JV 
squads could have geographically limited schedules or 
parents could be responsible for transportation. 

He also said EEE (Eastern Equine Enchephalitis) be- 
comes a major factor as there are confirmed cases. He 
said the EEE wrinkle in the region could further limit 
sports because game times would have to be before dark 
until there is a frost. 

Stratton said there is a possibility that sports like soc- 
cer and football could experience a delay, while sports 
not labeled at as high a risk, like golf, cross country, and 
volleyball, could be allowed to play immediately. 

“These are all things being discussed by the MIAA 
and it’s committees,” said Stratton, who is part of the 
sports medicine sub-committee. “Hopefully we have will 
have some answers soon.” 


MASCAC from page 1 


The MASCAC is also investigating the ability to al- 
low fall-season sports to compete in the spring, should 
public health conditions allow for it, pending NCAA 
rules. 

“Ultimately, we are committed to providing the best 
experience and the safest experience for our student ath- 
letes,” said Lenfest. “This fall, the safest option is to not 
compete in intercollegiate games, but we can provide the 
best possible experience given the current health situa- 
tion by having team practices and training. We are fully 
committed to getting back to intercollegiate competition 
as quickly as possible, as allowed under the Conference 
and NCAA Guidelines, as well as local, State and Feder- 
al health guidelines permit.” 

Owl student athletes will not return to campus early 
for preseason in 2020, they will instead follow the Safe 
Fall Opening procedures established by the University, 
and team activities will start in early September. Coach- 
es will be reaching out to their individual teams and play- 
ers to further outline team plans and training schedules. 

Westfield State athletics has consistently been the top 
program in the MASCAC. The Owls won the 2019-20 
Howard C. Smith Cup, signifying the best overall ath- 
letics program in the league based on regular season re- 
cords, and the Owls have claimed the Cup five times in 
the last six years and nine times since 2007. 
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This week in recreation 


By Bryan Litz, Director 
Wilbraham Parks and Recre- 
ation Department 


We have made it to Phase 3, 
which is good news simply for 
the fact that it means 
Massachusetts COVID 
cases are trending the 
right way. What does 
that mean for your Wil- 
braham Parks and Rec- 
reation Department? 
Not much in regards 
to the office reopen- 
ing, Spec Beach or the 
Spec Pond Day Camp. 
The beach and camp 
were allowed to reopen 
in previous phases. But it had a 
direct effect on youth and adult 
Sports. 

To read the exact safety stan- 
dards for youth and adult ama- 
teur sports, here is the link: 

https://www.mass.gov/doc/ 
safety-standards-for-youth-and- 
adult-amateur-sports-activities- 
phase-i11-step-1/download. 

The short version of the stan- 
dards is that baseball and soft- 
ball games for youth and adults 
were allowed to begin playing 
games as of July 6, with certain 
requirements to be met. This was 
good news for the roughly 200 
Wilbraham baseball players that 
had been practicing for weeks in 
anticipation of games. It was also 
good news for field hockey and 
girls lacrosse (just to name a few 
of the moderate risk sports). The 
news was not so good for sports 
such as football, soccer, boys 
lacrosse and basketball. Those 
sports were labeled as higher risk 
sports, therefore keeping them at 
Level 1, which basically allows 
skills and drills only. 





Bryan Litz 


Soccer, lacrosse and basket- 
ball had been practicing since 
Phase 2 with an expectation that 
their sports would fall in line 
with baseball, softball and field 
hockey as moderate risk sports, 
therefore allowing games. Un- 
fortunately for various 
reasons that did not 
happen, leading to an 
avalanche of leagues 
being canceled for 
those respective sports. 

The standards that 
were released by the 
state also caused some 
fall sports to cancel, 
such as the Suburban 
Amateur Youth Foot- 
ball League. 

So what has that led WPRD 
to explore? Other programming 
options for the fall. Some ideas 
being kicked around are a cross 
country program, Girls on the 
Run and flag football (we are just 
not sure where the state classifies 
flag football). These programs 
will accompany our Field Hock- 
ey program and Soccer, if they 
are allowed. 

To keep abreast of all the lat- 
est news from WPRD make sure 
to check out our Instagram, Face- 
book, Twitter and Wilbrahamrec. 
com sites. Hope everyone is safe 
and enjoying summer! 


Notes: Registrations for our 
Spec Day Camp, sessions 4-6 
(weeks of July 27-Aug. 14) are 
currently available online. Reg- 
istration for Field Hockey (Gr. 
3-8) will run through Sunday, 
July 26 and Rec Soccer (Gr. 
Pre-K-8) will run through Sun- 
day, Aug. 2. Registration for all 
program are online only at Wil- 
brahamRec.com. 
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Edmund J. Struzziero 
(1927-2020) 
Edmund J. Struzziero, 92, => 


passed away peacefully 
at home on July 14, 2020, 
surrounded by his loving 
family. He was _prede- 
ceased by the love of his 
life, Lorene, in 2017. Born 
Sept. 17, 1927 to the late 
Joseph and Asunta (Gui- 
da) Struzziero, Ed was 
raised in Stoughton in 
a home filled with love, 
laughter and great Italian 
cooking. An exceptional athlete (later induct- 
ed into Stoughton High School Athletic Hall 
of Fame), Ed was recruited by Massachusetts 
State College (now UMass-Amherst) to play 
football. With World War II not yet ended, Ed 
enlisted in the Navy. Awaiting orders, he head- 
ed to Mass State, only to be called to serve a 
month later. Upon his return, Ed joined Lamb- 
da Chi Alpha fraternity and was co-captain of 
the football team. Brought together by a mutu- 
al friend and their shared love of dancing, Ed 
(Strut) met Lorene (Renie), “the beautiful girl 
at the front of the class.” Following graduation, 
Ed returned to the Navy to serve in the Korean 
War. 

Married in 1952, he and Renie started their 
family while stationed in Newport, Rhode Is- 
land. Upon completion of his Naval service, 
they moved to Cedar Rapids, Iowa, where he 
worked for Pfizer Pharmaceutical as a sales 
representative. In 1964, the family relocated to 
Wilbraham. Ed worked tirelessly to support his 
family, often working multiple jobs. He spent 
many years at MassMutual before retiring from 
The Hartford Insurance Company in 1992. 

Ed’s charismatic personality and desire to 
serve others took on many forms. He was a life- 
long blood donor, an election day volunteer, an 
elected member of the town Planning Board, a 
certified real estate agent and an active member 
and usher at St. Cecilia’s Parish. He organized 
high school and college reunions, Phone-a- 
thons for the UMass Alumni Association, and 
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OBITUARIES 


fundraised for 
the Newman 
Center at UMa- 
ss. His proudest 
accomplishment 
was spearhead- 
ing his Class of 
1950’s drive to 
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Struzziero, Edmund J. 
Died July 14, 2020 


erect the Min. | ‘sing Hours July 25 
uteman Statue. 4 to 7 p.m. 

Strut re- Sampson Chapel, 21 
mained __ phys- Tinkham Road, 
ically active Springfield 


throughout his 
life, earning the 
distinction of 
oldest player of the Relics of Western Mass. 
softball league at age 88. His life was truly 
committed to loving and sharing time with his 
family. He continued the traditions of his up- 
bringing, opening up his home to spontaneous 
gatherings and the sharing of home-cooked 
meals. The family’s annual reunion over the 
Memorial Day weekend was perhaps his favor- 
ite time of the year, highlighted by a Bean Bag 
Tournament. 

Strut enjoyed a close bond with his chil- 
dren, grandchildren and great-grandchildren, 
choosing to be an active part of their lives. 
Edmund is survived by his seven children, Su- 
san (Tom Henriques) Struzziero, Elaine (Rich- 
ard) Gernux, Diane (Darrell) Levesque, Carol 
(Bree) Rettig, Laurie (Bob) Canning, Edmund 
(Amy) Struzziero, and Joanne (Steve) Cough- 
lin. He also leaves 19 grandchildren and 13 
great-grandchildren. Edmund was predeceased 
by granddaughter, Kelsey Anne Canning, and 
two sisters, Mary Jacobs and Adeline Carter. 
We are grateful for the compassionate care, 
support and commitment given over the last 
three years: Griswold’s Home Care of Ludlow, 
Mercy Life/PACE of West Springfield, and the 
Veteran’s Administration. 

Visiting hours will be held on Thursday, 
July 23, from 4 to 7 p.m. at Sampson Chapel 
of the Acres, 21 Tinkham Road, Springfield. A 
funeral Mass will be held on Friday, July 24 
at 9 a.m. at St. Cecilia’s Church, 42 Main St., 
Wilbraham. Burial will be private. 
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Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD20P1040EA 
Estate of: Marilyn Ats 
Date of Death: 02/05/2020 
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 
FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION 

To all interested persons: 

A Petition for Formal 
Adjudication of Intestacy 
and Appointment of 
Personal Representative has 
been filed by: Miklos A Ats 
of Springfield, MA and 
Istvan Ats of Bedford, NH 
requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the 
Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Miklos A Ats of 
Springfield, MA and Istvan 
Ats of Bedford, NH be 
appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said est- 
ate to serve Without Surety 
on the bond in an unsuper- 
vised administration. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the 





Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear- 
ance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on 
the return day of 08/13/2020. 

This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written 
appearance and objection if 
you object to this proceeding. 
If you fail to file a timely 
written appearance and 
objection followed by an 
Affidavit of Objections with- 
in thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC) 

A Personal Represent- 
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required 
to file an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. 
Persons interested in the 
estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration 
directly from the Personal 
Representative and may peti- 
tion the Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, includ- 
ing the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administra- 


tion. 

WITNESS, Hon. 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: July 09, 2020 
Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 
07/23/2020 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD20P1117EA 
Estate of: 
Margaret W Bearse 
Also known as: 
Margaret W Anderson 
Date of Death: 01/20/2020 
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 
FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION 
To all interested persons: 
A Petition for Formal 
Probate of Will with 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by: Barbara Kubli of 
Dalton, MA requesting that 
the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. 
The Petitioner requests 
that: Barbara Kubli of 


CUSTOM & TRADITIONAL DESIGNS 
Randalls Farm & Greenhouse 


631 Center Street, Ludlow 
589-7071 ~ www.randallsfarm.net 


Dalton, MA be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) of 
said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in an 
unsupervised administra- 
tion. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear- 
ance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on 
the return day of 
08/18/2020. 

This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written 
appearance and objection if 
you object to this proceeding. 
If you fail to file a timely 
written appearance and 
objection followed by an 
Affidavit of Objections with- 
in thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 


CODE (MUPC) 

A Personal Represent- 
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required 
to file an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. 
Persons interested in the 
estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration 
directly from the Personal 
Representative and may peti- 
tion the Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, includ- 


uls|sir 


Beficlalnis 


ing the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administra- 
tion. 

WITNESS, Hon. 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: July 14, 2020 
Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 
07/23/2020 
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LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC. 


Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family 


Benches 
Plot Maintenance 


On-Site Lettering “ Restorations 


Statues 


Monuments 
Bronze Plaques 


Custom Design Work 
Cleaning “ Markers 
Cemetery Signage 


Vases 
Granite Signs 


201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 * www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com 


413-589-7564 Office 


413-589-7588 Fax 





413-531-5360 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 

umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your 
ads run 

communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS wart- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Also 
hunting, fishing gear. Old advertis- 
ing, cast iron cookware. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 


$SSSSSSS$SS$S 
Get cash for as is 
unwanted autos 


e Cars/trucks 
e Free towing 
e All makes 


e All models 


413-246-5351 


ask for Joe 


A B Hauling and 
Removal Service 


2***xex* A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 


Classified Advertising 
DEADLINES | 


QUABBIN & 
SUBURBAN 


FRIDAY AT NOON 


or call toll free: 800-824-6548 


21 Base Price | 22 Base Price | 2 Base Price} 24 Base Price 
$26.50 $27.00 3 $27.50 $28.00 

Base Price Base Price Base Price Base Price 

; ~ ; ~ ; ~ 
0.50 30 $31.00 31 $31.50 $32.00 


25 $2 
Base Price 
29 ‘3 


Base Price Base Price Base Price Base Price 
33 $32.50 34 $33.00 35 $33.50 36 $34.00 
35.50 $ 


Base Price 





HILLTOWNS 


MONDAY 
AT NOON 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price 32 Base Price 





Name: ae ey PRONG: .- 2 2 se 
Address: 
TOWN State: Zips 
Number of Weeks:__ _____ X per week rate = $ ee 
Credit Card: Ll MasterCard LI VISA LI Discover LI Cash Li) Check# 
Card #. Exp. Date CW 
Amountofcharge: Date: ae 
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SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 





Call us toll free 800.824.6548 
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2*****A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 


Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 


REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. Gutters 
Cleaned. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 


ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 


ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 
Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 











DUMPSTERS ON WHEELS (413) 
277-5660 


NEED AN ILLUSTRATOR for your 
next ad, website, or book project? 
Freelance illustrator Sadie Parrotta is 
taking commissions. Examples of her 
work can be seen at sadieparrotta. 
weebly.com. Contact her at sadie.par- 
rotta@ gmail.com for more information. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur- 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


BILL CAMERLIN- ADDITIONS, 
service changes, small jobs for home- 
owners, fire alarms. Fast, dependable, 
reasonable rates. Insured, free esti- 
mates E280333. 24 hour emergency 
service. (413)427-5862 


MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Quabbin ————_ 


Village Hills 


Circulation: 





Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 





Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 


H $ 
Subtotal z 








EAST 
BROOKFIELD 





BROOKFIELD 






BRIMFIELD 


= es 





STURBRIDGE 





Suburban 


Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 


Includes 
a ———__ additional words 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


x Number of Weeks LS 
TOTAL Enclosed a 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 





CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service changes/ 
upgrades, generators, phone/data wir- 
ing, smoke detectors. Insured. Credit 
cards accepted. License #22882A 
(413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE’ ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


ACO 
MASONRY, HEATING & 
AIR CONDITIONING 
All types of masonry work. 
Chimney repair, tile work, stucco, 
stone, brick, block, concrete, 
flat work, pavers, retaining walls. 
Heating & Air Conditioning 
Service & Installation 
Furnaces, Sheet Metal 
Power Washing 
Licensed & Insured 
Commercial & Residential 
Free Estimates 
Competitive Rates 
Call Adam Ouimette 
413-374-7779 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. | 
Call for all your needs. Windows, sid- 
ing, roofs, additions, decks, baths, 
hardwood floors, painting. All work 
100% guaranteed. Licensed and in- 
sured. Call Bob (413)596-8807 Cell 
CS Lic. #97110, HIC Lic #162905 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY 
(413)436-5782 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS (SMOOTH 
OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


CHAMPAGNE LANDSCAPING 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, 
Fall Clean-ups, trimming, mulch, stone 
beds, excavating. Total yard mainte- 
nance. Call Dan (413)682-4943 


DAVE’S LAWN AND 
GARDEN, LLC 
Landscape design & maintenance 
Patios & walkways 
Stump grinding 
Senior Citizen/ Veteran’s Discount 
Certified/ Insured 
Call Dave (413)478-4212 
for your free estimate. 
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J.S. RAGONA LANDSCAPING 
Services: mowing- mulching- planting 
small shrub & tree trimming/ removal 
brush hauling- Spring/ Fall clean-ups. 
(413)786-6184 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


EXPERIENCED ROOFER quality 
work. Best prices for sheds, garages, 
and ranches. (413)786-7924. 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE: Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grina- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


AUTO 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


Post your 
job openings 


ae i 
In our 


wi | classifieds. 


We get results! 


The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 





COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 


LEARN TO RIDE jump, show! Be- 
ginner to advanced. Qualified instruc- 
tors. boarding, training, leasing. IEA 
teams. Year round riding programs. 
Open horse shows. Gift certificates 
available. 860-874-8077 Suffield, 
CT endofhunt.com 


HELP WANTED 


TOWN OF WILBRAHAM DPW 
WORKER (2) Looking for 2 reliable 
DPW Workers. For application and 
more information please visit www.wil- 
braham-ma.gov. Application deadline 
08/07/2020 at 4:30 PM. EOE 


FOR SALE OR RENT East Otis, MA 
2, year round cottages on 1/2 acre lot, 
on private Drive and 40ft dock on the 
lake. Great for swimming, boating, fish- 
ing, etc. Call Paul (860)621-6332. Or 
text Debby (860)302-0920 


LAND FOR SALE 


25’X110’ ROW LOT W/ 40’ water- 
front on Holland Lake. Unbuildable. 
Possible dock and swimming. $13,000 
or BO 508-868-6157 
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VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 


= Pathlight 


Hiring now! 


We are offering rewarding work in our 
residential group home in Monson, MA. 


Pathlight is seeking compassionate, 
caring, and reliable individuals to perform 
a variety of direct care duties to support 
developmentally disabled individuals with 
complex medical and behavioral needs. 
We offer employees competitive pay and 
excellent benefit packages. No experience 
is required-we train the right person. 


Full/Part time and Relief positions available. 
Apply now: www.pathlightgroup.org 





FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


lO] oi aE 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 





The benetits ot local newspapers 


ocal newspapers play vital roles 

in communities across the globe. 

The Information Age has changed 
the way many people get their news, but 
local newspapers continue to serve as 
valuable resources for readers interested 
in learning more about and becoming 
more involved in their communities. 


While local publishers continue to 
adapt to the changes brought about by 
technology, the following are a handful 
of benefits unique to local newspapers. 


¢ Local newspapers keep readers 


e Local newspapers benefit nearby 
businesses. Small business own- 
ers often connect with community 
members via local newspapers. A 
strong, locally based small business 
community can improve economies 
in myriad ways, creating jobs in the 
community and contributing tax 


dollars that can be used to strength- 


up-to-date on their own commu- 


nities. Globalization may be here to 


en local schools and infrastructure. 
And local newspapers do their part 
by providing affordable and effective 
advertising space to local business 
owners looking to connect with their 
communities. 


e Local newspapers can strengthen 


stay, but that does not mean local 
communities are no longer home to 
newsworthy events. National and in- 


communities. Local newspapers are 
great resources for residents who 
want to become more active in their 


ternational newspapers and 24-hour 
cable news channels can keep men 
and women up-to-date on national 
and world news, but in many instanc- 
es, local newspapers are the only 
means people have to learn about 
what's going on in their own commu- 
nities. Local politics impact residents’ 
lives every day, and local newspapers 
cover local politics extensively. 





communities and learn more about 
community events. Local newspapers 
often showcase community events 
like carnivals, local theater produc- 
tions and projects like park cleanups. 
These are great ways for readers to 
become more active in their commu- 
nities and build stronger communi- 
ties as a result. 


than nonreaders. Additional studies 
have indicated that students who use 
newspapers in the classroom perform 
better on standardized reading tests 
than those who do not use newspa- 
pers in class. 


little age-appropriate content to offer 
young children, but local newspa- 
pers tend to include more soft news 
items than national periodicals, and 
such stories typically are appropri- 
ate for young readers. According to 
Newspapers in Education, students 
who participated in an NIE group 

in Florida performed significantly 
better in spelling and vocabulary 


Many local newspapers have played 
vital roles in their communities for 
decades, providing a go-to resource for 
local readers and business owners. 


Turley 


Publications, Inc. 


e Local newspapers can benefit chil- 
dren. National newspapers may have 


12 Weekly Newspapers Serving The Local Communities 


Agawam Advertiser News « Barre Gazette « Chicopee Register « Country Journal 


Journal Register » Quaboag Current « The Register « Sentinel » The Sun 





Town Reminder e Ware River News e Wilbraham Times 


800.824.6548 ¢ www.newspapers.turley.com 
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CAMPUS NOTES 
UMass names Dean’s List students 





AMHERST —- The University 
of Massachusetts-Amherst recently 
announced its Dean’s List for the 
spring 20202 semester. In order to 
qualify, an undergraduate student 
must receive a 3.5 grade-point av- 
erage or better on a four-point scale. 

From Hampden are Skylar 
Breeze Cyr, Arianna Elizabeth An- 
amisis, William Michael Bertheaud, 
Katherine Natalie Duncan, Jona- 
than Tylor Ely, Saida Gamidova, 
Samuel Joseph Hackett, Margaret 
Marie Martin, Dionna Porcello, 
Ashley Hannah Sheehan and Jessi- 
ca Marie Smith. 


ie < Donovan's Beer 
sy ee * Irish Pub AS 


“J 













he food and beverage industry 

are being hit hard. But we 

can help... most restaurants 
and pubs are offering take-out and 
delivery, order from your favorites! 
Check with your local winery, brewery 
and cidery to see if they will be open 
to sell bottles of wine and growlers. 
It is important that we continue to 
spend our money locally if it is safe to 
do so. Purchasing gift certificates now 
to use when these businesses re-open 
is another great way to put money in 
their registers when they need it most. 
We dont want to lose these wonderful 
businesses; a few months of no income 
can be devastating! Let's do what we 


can to help. 


“> Be } FOOD & SPIRITS 
; Say 
NEE” 


Western Mass's #1 Irish Pub! 


WELCOME BACK! 


Wilbraham students are Chris- 
topher Michael Avery, Elise Marie 
Babula, Elizabeth Marie Blask, Al- 
ison R. Boudreau, Lilianna Brook, 
Caroline Elizabeth Campbell, Jacob 
Crevier, Stephen Karnig Diefen- 
derfer, Olivia Lauretta Donati, 
Benjamin Joseph Dunklee, Brigid 
Anne Finnegan, Angelina Isabelle 
Flebotte, Alexa Rose Fleury, Wil- 
lem Manfred Fuehr, Nina Germain, 
Kathryn Calvanese Gormally, Cam- 
eron Jay Guzzo, Marco Antonio 
Hernandez-Muniz, Tess Elisabeth 
Hill, Zhi Peng Huang, Ani Marie 
Jermakian, Jennifer Marie Kovarik, 









NOW OPEN: 


THURSDAY & FRIDAY 4-8PM 


SATURDAY 12-8PM 
SUNDAY 9AM-7PM 


Serving Limited Menu Thursday-Sunday & 
Plus Breakfast Menu Sundays 9am-noon 


Serb cid 
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Jonathan Taiga Lang, George Ep 
Leary, Michelle M. Leckey, Esther 
Hyunji Lee, Joseph Robert Lucas, 
Eli Maller, Cameron John Mawaka, 
John Patrick McGrath, Tara Kristen 
McWilliams, Michelle Gabriella 
Moskvitch, Helly Patel, Eva Louise 
Peck, Grace Elizabeth Pettengill, 
Madison Resko Poisson, Tyler Pois- 
son, Richard Carmino Prairie, Jen- 
na Bailey Rawlings, Jessica Hsiao 
Liang-Hui Robinson, William Neil 
Ryan, Ryan Daniel Schneider, Karl 
M. Tomlinson and Daniel J. Walsh. 





EST. 2016 
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Students earn Dean’s List 
honors at HCC 


HOLYOKE — Each semester Holyoke Community Col- 
lege recognizes superior scholarship through the Dean’s 
List. A student is placed on the Dean’s List if their G.P.A. is 
3.2 or higher. The students listed below have earned Dean’s 
List honors for the Spring 2020 semester. 

From Hampden are Michael Norman Cammilleri, Thom- 
as Jansons Dwyer, Joseph Robert Janczulewicz, Ethan Kib- 
be, Amy M. Scott and Erin Mooney Simmons. 

Wilbraham students are Neve Alexandra Branconni- 
er, Philip Joseph Brehart, Elizabeth Ann Busker, Brendan 
Richard Carmichael, Michael Cheng, Nicholas Joseph 
DeVine, Scott D. Earle, Daniel Kalucki, Anna Marie Mas- 
caro, Piper Jean Smythe, Nicholas Bryan Szwarckop and 
Destyni Watkins. 
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Tuesdays are the NEW Mondays with our delicious 


WHILE SUPPLIES LAST! 
Wednesday 3 Course Meals $22 
Follow us 
on Facebook 
EVERY FRIDAY & SATURDAY SPECIALS . & 0ur Website 
Serving our regular menu plus weekend specials. For Updates! 


Also offering bottles of beer & wine to go with your take-out dinners! 


f 


BPIZZERIAYS{TOUNGE 
413-366-8015 


Enjoy Indoor or Outdoor Dining 
or At Home 
With Pickup and Delivery! 


Delivery available to Wilbraham, East Longmeadow, Sixteen Acres, 
East Forest Park & Hampden and Limited Area in Connecticut. ($15 min. order). 


Visit Our Website to Enrol in Our 
MEW CUSTOMER LOYALTY REWARDS PROGRAM! 


9 Allen Si St., Hampden Mini Mall Hampden, MA (413) 566-8015 





Open7Days www.giospizzeria.com 
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